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From 1942, history moved with a quick and vigorous pace. The arrest of the leaders at
Bombay on August 9, 194a, provoked the masses. The 'Do or Die' message of the National
Congress inspired the people of Andhra, who under the leadership of young but devoted
workers, brought the functioning of the Government to a standstill for a few days. Many young
students and workers faced the bullets cheerfully, to swell the number of those unknown,
unwept, and unsung heroes of India who died to make their country live.
Events movtd on quickly and, In 1947, India achieved its independence. The Andhras all
along their fight with the British authorities, thought that the exit of the Britishers would facilitate
the early formation of the Telugu areas as a separate state. But the Constituent Assembly
had to decide otherwise and this proved to be a bitter pill for the Andhras to swallow.
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
The period o* Brttlth rule In India forms a significant chapter in the history of the ancient
land. Many aliens came to tills land, conquered some parts of the territory, but were soon
absorbed as natural citizens of the country. For the first time, the British (and the other
European nationals) who conquered and ruled It for a considerable time remained aliens
administering a colonial rule and ultimately had to return. The policy that underlined the
various measures the British took in legislative, judicial and executive fields was only to tighten
their grip over the country and to exploit it to the advantage of their own motherland.
However, the very measures they took had, curiously enough, initiated and promoted many
positive factors leading to consolidation of the Indian society and their urge for freedom. The
colonial rule, of course, left the country impoverished economically, but it unified the nation,
which was rudely shocked and, therefore, prepared itself for a searching introspection. This
resulted in ushering in a new order, which almost displaced the old one,
As a constituent of India, Andhra region also received its share of these negative and
positive forces. Andhra was noted, for a long time since the period of the Satavahanas, for
its doth industry. In spite of several political upheavals, the ports of Andhra had been busy
with incoming and outgoing ships of various countries. Even in the early years of the British
rule, Andhra flourished as an exporter of fine varieties of cloth - chintz, palampores, etc.
Handicrafts and metal crafts also formed a part of the exports along with cloth. Narasapur, in
the present-day West Oodavari district, was noted for its shipbuilding activity and some of the
Europeans also were oustomers at the place. There used to be a great demand for indigo,
an agricultural product, available only in Andhra and in a few other parts of the country. The
over-ail exports were far ahead of imports in value and the region earned a lot of foreign
exchange, which enabled K to withstand the severity of famines that ravaged the country often.
But the industrial Revolution which started In England in the latter half of the 18th century,
gradually affected the cottage Industries of Andhra as well as those In the rest of India.
Engjar>d then turned out to be a manufacturing country. By the aid of machines the English factories